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What are we talking about?
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The Oireachtas & its Business:

How do | Keep Track of All This?

Dehates Visit & Learn

Research and analysis

The Library & Research Service produces a range of impartial research briefings for

Our recent research publications

2024 Bill Digest: Road Traffic Bill 2024
The Bill propases o change rosd traff oo
= Sh

> Lok o

Thu, B Feb 2024 Bill Digest: Charities ihmendment) Bill 2023
The cha ) Bill 2023 POF
PDF
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https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/how-parliament-is-run/houses-of-the-oireachtas-service/library-and-research-service/

The Oireachtas & its Business:
How do | Keep Track of All This?
KildareStreet

Home Dail Seanad Committees Northern Ireland Help

Gaellge  Readerview o) Listen Contactus

Bills & Acts. Debates TDs & Senators Committees Visit & Learn
KildareStreet Email Alerts

Request a KildareStreet.com Email Alert
Debates

This page allows you to request an email alert from KildareStreet.com.

s To receive an alert every time a particular person appears, select their name from the drop-down list of TDs and Senators, and leave the
word/phrase box blank.

« To receive an alert every time a part!cular keyword or phrase appears, select "Any TD/Senator from the drop-down list of TDs and Dail Eireann Seanad Eireann ot PQs (Questions)
Senators, and enter your search term in the box underneath. The results are selected using the same rules as for a normal search (see the box
to the I’Ight fOI’ help on Setting your Criteria)_ Official Report latest update: Official Re; latest update: Official Report latest upda Official Report latest update:

« You can also combine both types of criteria to be alerted only when a particular person uses the keywords you have defined. To do this, select
the person from the drop-down list and enter the keyword(s) as above.

Please note that you should only enter one topic per alert - if you wish to receive alerts on more than one topic, or for more than one person, © et cobaen (© et cobace © e tic ot s
Slmply ﬂ" in thIS fOrm as many times as YOU need' ° Watch Dall debates °Watch Seanad debates °Watchmmmn:teedehates
° Browse Dail debates ° Browse Seanad debates ° Browse Committee debates

Your email |

address:

Person you wish | Any TD/Senator v

to receive alerts

for: Debates search When are debates published?

Word or phrase | Find- Dall debates zre published imcrementally thr

you wish to Enter aword ar phrase A

receive alerts for:

by Members for written re:

[ Request Email Alert

v end of each day's

If you join or log in, you won't need to confirm your email address for every alert you set. Seanad debate

Search tips
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https://www.kildarestreet.com/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/

The Oireachtas & its Business:
How do | Keep Track of All This?
KildareStreet

Home Dail Seanad Committees Northern Ireland Help

Gaellge  Readerview o) Listen Contactus

Debates TDs & Senators Committees Visit & Learn

KildareStreet Email Alerts
Request a KildareStreet.com Email Alert
Debates

This page allows you to request an email alert from KildareStreet.com.

s To receive an alert every time a particular person appears, select their name from the drop-down list of TDs and Senators, and leave the
word/phrase box blank.

« To receive an alert every time a particular keyword or phrase appears, select "Any TD/Senator” from the drop-down list of TDs and Dail Eireann Seanad Eireann Committees POs (Questions
Senators, and enter your search term in the box underneath. The results are selected using the same rules as for a normal search (see the box Qs (Q )
to the right for help on setting your criteria).

« You can also combine both types of criteria to be alerted only when a particular person uses the keywords you have defined. To do this, select
the person from the drop-down list and enter the keyword(s) as above.

‘Official Report latest update: Offic |atest update: Official Report |atest updat

Please note that you should only enter one topic per alert - if you wish to receive alerts on more than one topic, or for more than one person, © et cobaen (© et cobace © e tic ot s
Slmply ﬂ" in thIS fOrm as many times as YOU need' ° Watch Dall debates °Watch Seanad debates °Watchmmmn:teedehates
° Browse Dail debates ° Browse Seanad debates ° Browse Committee debates

Your email |

address:

Person you wish | Any TD/Senator v

to receive alerts

for: Debates search When are debates published?

Word or phrase
you wish to Erter 3 word or phrase A
receive alerts for: rem
by Members for written re: A blished at the

m o

Search tips

| Find- Dall debates zre hed imcrementally

e midnight, and the

questlons tabled

[ Request Email Alert

If you join or log in, you won't need to confirm your email address for every alert you set.
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Home Dail Seanad Committees Northern Ireland Help
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Debates TDs & Senators Committees Visit & Learn

KildareStreet Email Alerts
Request a KildareStreet.com Email Alert
Debates

This page allows you to request an email alert from KildareStreet.com.

s To receive an alert every time a particular person appears, select their name from the drop-down list of TDs and Senators, and leave the
word/phrase box blank.

« To receive an alert every time a particular keyword or phrase appears, select "Any TD/Senator” from the drop-down list of TDs and Dail Eireann Seanad Eireann Committees POs (Questions
Senators, and enter your search term in the box underneath. The results are selected using the same rules as for a normal search (see the box Qs (Q )
to the right for help on setting your criteria).

« You can also combine both types of criteria to be alerted only when a particular person uses the keywords you have defined. To do this, select
the person from the drop-down list and enter the keyword(s) as above.

‘Official Report latest update: Offic |atest update: Official Report |atest updat

Please note that you should only enter one topic per alert - if you wish to receive alerts on more than one topic, or for more than one person, © et cobaen (© et cobace © e tic ot s
Slmply ﬂ" in thIS fOrm as many times as YOU need' ° Watch Dall debates °Watch Seanad debates °Watchmmmn:teedehates
° Browse Dail debates ° Browse Seanad debates ° Browse Committee debates

Your email |

address:

Person you wish | Any TD/Senator v

to receive alerts

for: Debates search When are debates published?

Word or phrase
you wish to Erter 3 word or phrase A
receive alerts for: rem
by Members for written re: A blished at the

m o

Search tips

| Find- Dall debates zre hed imcrementally

e midnight, and the

questlons tabled

[ Request Email Alert

If you join or log in, you won't need to confirm your email address for every alert you set.
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The Oireachtas & its Business:
How do | Keep Track of All This?

Caellge  Readerview o))

Bills & Acts. Debates TDss & Senators Committees Visit & Learn

Daily business papers

3| Home For every sitting day, the Seanad publishes an Order Paper setting out the business
> Publications before the House. The Seanad may also publish a Supplementary Order Paper.
» Documents Laid You can see all the items of business before the Dail on the Déil Business website.

The Dail publishes a daily Questions Paper, which contains the texts of all oral
priority and written questions for the day.

The Dail Ordei
Dail Eireann are

digital format on the D&l Business website, All itemns of business before

) vistt Dsll Business
o Erowse Order Papers published from 2004 to 2021

Questions papers

Tue, 12 Feb Order of Business 13 - 15 February 2024 oy
2024 POF

Tug, 13 Feb Dail Question Paper [Tue b
2024 POF

Thu 8 Feb D&il Question Paper [Thuri by
2024 FDF

Wed.7Feb Dl Question Paper [Wed \
2024 s

) Seeall question papers

Seanad business papers

Tus13Feb  Seanad Order Paper (Tus) \
2024 PoF
ThuB8Feb  Seanad Order Paper (Thurl \
2024 s

Chun an Aire lompair: To the Minister for Transport.

*186. To ask the Minister for Transport what funding supports could be provided to a group
(details supplied) for the purchase a vital piece of equipment. — Jackie Cahill. [6074/24]

*187. To ask the Minister for Transport to respond to concerns raised by a local organisation
and service users (details supplied) in respect of the difficulty in securing disability-adapted taxis
in County Louth; what measures are being, or could be, considered to increase the number of

disability-friendly taxi units in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. —
Fergus O’Dowd. [6435/24]

*188. To ask the Minister for Transport to review correspondence (detail supplied) from
Monaghan County Council; if he will address the issues outlined in same; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [6042/24]

*189. To ask the Minister for Transport to review correspondence (detail supplied) from
Monaghan County Council; if he will address the issues outlined in same; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [6044/24]

*190. To ask the Minister for Transport to review correspondence (detail supplied) from
Monaghan County Council; if he will address the issues outlined in same; and if he will make a
statement on the matter. — Niamh Smyth. [6045/24]

*191. To ask the Minister for Transport the funding that has been provided to Monaghan
County Council for the maintenance and upkeep of local and regional roads in each of the years
2016-2023 inclusive and allocated in 2024, by year, by grant, in tabular form; and if he will make
a statement on the matter. — Matt Carthy. [6055/24]

*192. To ask the Minister for Transport the length of local public roads eligible for

maintenance funding within each local authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter.
— Matt Carthy. [6056/24]

*193. To ask the Minister for Transport when the EV SPSV scheme for 2024 will open for
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. — Catherine Murphy. [6064/24]
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https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/publications/business-papers/

The Oireachtas & its Business: T

How do | Keep Track of All This? Parliamentary questions

Caellge  Readerview o

Debates TDss & Senators Committees Visit & Learn

Daily business papers

Frame Tex o4 Tarm:
3IF
> By (@ () Mamibar: e Ly
3| Home For every sitting day, the Seanad publishes an Order Paper setting out the business SEti

before the House. The Seanad may also publish a Supplementary Order Paper. L — Questions and answers for Dail or Seanad Q
You can see all the items of business before the Dail on the Déil Business website. il Claar saarch
The Dail publishes a daily Questions Paper, which contains the texts of all oral oA EET EIC Rt
priority and written questions for the day. ’

> vl queestiare Wed, 21 Feb 2024

Eireann

Tue, 20 Feb 2024
) vistt Dsll Business

o Erowse Order Papers published from 2004 to 2021

Tha 15 Feb 2024
Questions papers

ry 2024 1 Wed, 14 Feb 2024
PODF
==} er (Tue; Ly Tue, 13 Feb 2024
POF
. Thu, 8 Felb 2024
POF
. . wed, 7 Feb 2024
o PDF
o e T Tha, 1 Feb 2024
Seanad business papers
Wed, 31 Jan 2024
Seanad
POF
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https://www.oireasnachtas.ie/en/debates/questions/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/publications/business-papers/

The Oireachtas & its Business:
How do | Keep Track of All This?

Caellge  Readerview o))

Bills & Acts. Debates TDss & Senators Committees Visit & Learn

Daily business papers

3| Home For every sitting day, the Seanad publishes an Order Paper setting out the business
before the House. The Seanad may also publish a Supplementary Order Paper.
You can see all the items of business before the Dail on the Déil Business website.
The Dail publishes a daily Questions Paper, which contains the texts of all oral

priority and written questions for the day.

) vistt Dsll Business
o Erowse Order Papers published from 2004 to 2021

Questions papers

> Back to Debates

Tue, 12 Feb Drder of Business 13 - 15 February 2024 [t
2024 PDF

Tug, 13 Feb D&l Question Paper [Tu b
2024 POF

FOF

PDF

) Seeall question papers

Seanad business papers

Tue, 12 Feb Seanad Order Paper (Tue]
2 POF
u. 8 Fel Seana del er (Thul
2 POF

10000 results for ""louth™ filtered by Questions and answers and Dail or Seanad term.

Sort by:

<>

Date

Pagelof200 Show: 50 per page v

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION
46. Deputy Paula Butterly asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider funding a...

https://mww.oireachtas.ie/fen/debates/question/2025-05-08/46/#pq_46
Thu, 8 May 2025 - necessary, entering into a public private partnership, in order to deliver a new
transport hub for the mid Louth

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

71. Deputy Ruairi © Murchu asked the Minister for Transport if he will provide an updat...

https://mww.oireachtas.ie/fen/debates/question/2025-05-08/71/#pq_71
Thu, 8 May 2025 - Transport if he will provide an update on the progress being made to complete the
N53 road project in Louth

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION

99. Deputy Darren O'Rourke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sp

https://www.oireachtas.iefen/debates/question/2025-05-08/99/#pqg_99 @
Thu, 8 May 2025 - | have had many dealings with Louth and Meath tourism...Hopefully, Louth will un

the wrona done to them Debutv Darren O'Nourke No no no.Denutv Datrick O'Donovan | am iust

ROC]
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The Oireachtas & its Business:

How do | Keep Track of All This?

Thursday, 8 May 2025

Paula Butterly

Minister for

Transport

Questions (46)

Paula Butterly

Question:

46. Deputy Paula Butterly asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider funding
and, if necessary, entering into a public private partnership, in order to deliver a new
transport hub for the mid Louth/ Drogheda area that would include a new train
station, park and ride and bus facilities; and if he will make a statement on the
matter. [22198/25]

View answer

Written answers

As Minister for Transport, | have responsibility for policy and overall funding in

relation to public transport. The National Transport Authority (NTA) is leading
the development and roll-out of strategic park and ride sites nation-wide through
the Park and Ride Development Office (PRDO).

The function of the PRDO is to enable and advance the delivery of strategic Park and
Ride sites in collaboration with Local Authorities and transport agencies across all
regions of the State, by providing full-time specialist recourses on these projects

| am currently unaware of plans for a new train station on the north side of
Drogheda, though this can be kept under review as the population changes. An
additional station would require funding and would have to secure relevant
approvals required under the Infrastructure Guidelines. larnréd Eireann will engage
with any parties proposing a new station and my Department will continue to keep
me informed of this issue.

Noting the NTA's responsibility in the development and roll-out of strategic park and
ride sites, | have referred the Deputy's question to the NTA for a direct reply. Please

contact my private office if you do not receive a reply.
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The Oireachtas & its Business:

Tithe an
Oireachtais

atie o CoNstituency Dashboards

Welcome to the Constituency
Dashboards for 2022 census data.

To get started, please select your constituency and click on a theme

Select your Constituency

To see the Irish version of this site click GA/EN on the top bar
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https://dashboards.oireachtas.ie/

L.ocal Government in Ireland:

©0O0(

Home  About v News &Events Training & Education v Polic

What powers REEESIRRIS have!

* Very weak by European standards

* Education and Training Boards (ETBSs)
* Community education

* Libraries

* County/City Development Plan ,
* Submitting questions/motions | g S
* Area Committees/Policy Committees

European Body Issues Damning Report on Irish Local

No Influence on: Government

25 October 2023 / News

L] L L]
L
a n n I n g e C I S I O n S Ireland has been found to be compliant in only 8 out of 20 principles of the European Charter of Local Self Government according

to @ new damning report from The Council of Europe.

* Housing applications

ROCHTAN
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https://ailg.ie/european-body-issues-damning-report-on-irish-local-government/

L.ocal Government in Ireland:

What do the Councils Make Public?

Varies widely based on the local
authority

Some are very prompt and
transparent

Others actively frustrate, e.g. delayed
missing meeting agendas, no videos

live-streams etc.

Push your Council and Councilors!

IR LAOISTODAY.IE

®« NEWS PREMIUM CONTENT v DEATHS SPORT v PODCASTS PROPERTY

[ news J council |

Transparency and accountability are not
dirty words' - Laois County Council vote to
block live streaming again

By Mark Comerford - 22nd October 2024

pone

But the Government parties were not for turning, with Fianna Fail Councillor Paddy Bracken first to

oppose the motion.

“We rejected this idea at the last meeting. The thing that bugs me every time | hear about

transparency, transparency - implying that there's something wrong,” ClIr Bracken said.

“Every second word is “transparency.” I'm over 37 years in local politics and I've never seen

anything wrong in my time.

“I'm not afraid of anyone or to be put in front of any forum; we rejected it at the last meeting and

I'm proposing we reject again.


https://www.laoistoday.ie/2024/10/22/transparency-and-accountability-are-not-dirty-words-laois-county-council-vote-to-block-live-streaming-again/

L.ocal Government in Ireland:

Area Committee Policy Committee

Area Committees deal with operational matters such as; Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) are Local Authority Committees whose membership
includes Elected Councillors, representatives of business, farming interests,
environmental/conservation groups, trade unions and community and voluntary

* traffic related issues, members.

* road sweeping & maintenance,

* cleansing, It is the task of the Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs), as committees of the council, to

. litter, advise and assist the council in the formulation, development and review of policy.

* playgrounds, They have no remit in relation to routine operational matters regarding the delivery of
grass cutting, services.

* street tree maintenance. The SPC system is intended to give councillors and relevant sectoral interests an

They also operate on a strategic level dealing with matters opportunity for full involvement in the policy making process from the early stages.

pertaining to the Local Area such as; The chairperson of an SPC is appointed by the local authority while the sectoral
* Taking-in-charge, interests are nominated by their organisation/group.

*  building control,

* enforcement,

* new works,

* disposals, property,

* parks & heritage,

ROCHTATN
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L.ocal Government in Ireland:

Local Electoral Areas: Example Louth County Council

ey | sets

Sinn Féin
Fine Gael
Fianna Fail
Labour

Green

N = N O O N

Independent
Total 29

Full list of councilors for Louth

Dundatk-Carlingford LEA - 6

s - .~ Dundalk South LEA -7

CLONKEEN

Ardee LEA -6

4
Local Electoral Areas
and Municipal Districts: Drogheda Urban LEA - 6
Local Electoral Areas:
Electoral Divisions:
ED Names: RAVENSDALE 0 3 6 12 Kilometers

Town Names: Carlingford = S I s |
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https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/louth_county_council/membership/

L.ocal Government in Ireland:

Committee Structure: Example Louth County Council

Strategic Policy Committees < =

Your Council The statutory basis for SPCs is set out in Section 48 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended by Section 48 (1a)

Latest News of the Local Government Reform Act 2014.

Cathaoirleach of Strategic Policy Committees advise and assist the Couneil in 1ts work and are tasked with the formulation and

Council development of policy for approval by Council.

Membership The Strategic Policy Commuttee Scheme 2019 - 2024 can be viewed here: Louth County Council SPC Scheme 2019-
Agenda Council 2024

Meetings

|There are five Strategic Policy Commuttees (SPCs) mn Louth County Council]

Boundary M
enaary Ataps These are:

Bye Laws of Council

Committees of Council Economic Development and Enterprise Support

Corporate Policy Planning and Support Infrastructure

Group Housing

Memorandum of Community, Quality of Life and Creativity

Understanding Climate Action and Energy
(MOT) o _ . :
The Strategic Policy Committes Standing Orders can be viewed here: Strategic Policy Committees Standing Orders
Placenames
Committee Minutes of the SPC Meetings can be found here
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https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/louth_county_council/committees_of_council/strategic_policy_committees/

What should we be saying and how?

Skip to Content | Gaeilge

Louth County Council

«/ | Roinn an Taoisigh
; Department of the Taoiseach )
et s Search the website

Home Services Your Council Publications Policy and Redress

Home > Publications > Development Plans / Local Area Plans > Louth County Development Plan 20

Government LGgiSlatiOn Programme Development Plans / Local Area Plans < B
Spring 2025 .

Dundalk Local Area Plan 2024-2030 +
Two Year Progress Report on the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 +
Consolidated Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 (incl Variations 1 & 2) =+
Variation No. 2 to the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 ==
Variation No. 1 to the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 ==
Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 (Volumes 1-5) +
Plean Forbartha Chontae Lu 2021-2027 —+
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https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/government-legislation-programme-spring-2025.pdf

What should we be saying and how? A o

(] Comhairie Chontae Chil

‘W

Nz dir ; i e (\
e Louth County A
| Development Plan &

2021-2027

y .

T
Ty
. &
h

V

Waterford City & County
Development Plan
2022-2028

' e , . Kilkenny City and County Development Plan
Volume 1 County

2021-2027

.....
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~ MAKING
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Justice Into Econon

TO PUT JUSTICE INTO
ECONOMICS.eeeeo

TRUST INTO POLITICS

THE
PROGRAMME
FOR NATIONAL
. RECOVERY.

Fianna Fail
The Republican Party

&

Nnics ELECTION BZE

Building a
Better Future
2016-2026

Social
Democrats
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http://michaelpidgeon.com/manifestos/

What should we be saying and how?

Programme
for Government

An Agreed Programme
for

Our Shared Future

f Government
)

between

and the

A GOVERNMENT & Fianna Fail
OF RENEWAL ) Progressive Democrats

A Policy Agreement between

Fine Gael
The Labour Party

. Democratic Left

AGREED PROGRAMME
FOR GOVERNMENT
1989 - 1993

December 1994

Published by the Progressive Democrats
25 South Frederick Street, Dublin 2

e ———— ROCHTAIN
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/

What should we be saying and how?

Programme

for Government
Our Shared Future

AGREED PROGRA
FOR GOVERNME
1989 - 1993

Published by the Progressive Dem«

25 South Frederick Street, Dublio. _

Programme
for Government
2025

Securing lreland’s Future

R
3{ 114 5

)
i
W

)'VERNMENT
RENEWAL

Agreement between
Fine Gael

> Labour Party
emocratic Left

December 1994

An Agreed Programme
for

Government

between

Fianna Fail
and the

Progressive Democrats
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e05d-programme-for-government-our-shared-future/
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/programme-for-government-securing-irelands-future.pdf

Where do we gather information from?

In short:

* Parliamentary Question (PQ) Database

 Party Spokespeople/local reps

* Committee Membership (Oireachtas and Council)
* Oireachtas/Council Debate databases

* Manifestos, programme for government

* County Development Plans

* Local area plans

ROCHTAN
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What should we be saying and how?

* Do a bit of background digging, show them you see what is currently happening and what
their party positionis

* Find (or make up!) a reason to get in contact
* Flatter (a bit) but don’t lay it on too thick!

* Include something that means they have to get back to you, for example, ask them to table
a PQ or council question, ask for a meeting to discuss your work on their area of policy, ask
if they have plans to discuss this issue at their committee

* Follow up! If you don’t hear back in a week, give their office a call and do the “just wanted
to make sure that the deputy received this” spiel.

* Be aware: Sometimes no response, is a response. If getting nowhere with a target, move on

ROCHTAIN
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Practical Example 1: A “Cold” approach

* Organisation: Louth Residents for Clean Air (LRCA)

* Objective: To promote improved air quality in Louth

* Issue: While smoky coal is banned from sale in Ireland, there are reports of it being
brought in from the North. LRCA want more info on this

Find what the government is saying:

Dail Eireann debate - Customs and Excise

ThurSday, 4 May 2023 Déil Eireann Debate, Wednesday - 29 March 2023

‘Vol. 1037 No. 5

Wednesday, 29 March 2023

Saincheisteanna Trathula - Topical Issue Debate
Questions (82, 83)

< | Back to table of contents Michae! L
- ichael Lowry
Fuel Sales Question:
52 Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Finance the number of seizures
Michael conducted by customs officials on illegally imported solid fuels in 2021 and 2022;

Deputy Jackie oxirmately 50% of the
T = Morthern Ireland. It is

cahill Michael Lowry

Question: including SFCT. Revenue is currently actively engaging with Local
83 Deputy Michael Lowry asked the the amount of fu Authorities with a view to participating in future joint operations
= mth 7 a

that has been provided to t

1 principa has b th Counties. ‘f
Smoky coal is coming down from Nerthern Ireland in very large quantities

DEMOCRATISING ADVOCACY



Practical Example 1: A “Cold” approach

Find your hook:

Search results Tuesday, 5 March 2024

Questions (124)

S - Patrick Costello

Clear search Ques.tion:
Filtered by 124. Deputy Patrick Costello a3 = Minister for the Environment, Climate and
Communicatdons the amount of dedicated funding that will be provided to each
d fuel
part of the clean air strategy: and if he will make a staterment on the

Patrick
Costello

T cearan

ocal authority to monitor and enforce the spnoky £oal ban and any future sc

regulations

* Back to Debates

260 results for "smoky coal™ filtered by Questlons and answers and Dall or Seanad term.

: Written answers

Sort by:

Pagelof 6 v 50 per page v

3 onsible for the enforcement of the solid fuel
regulations, identifying unauthorised fuels placed on the market and taking
es to counteract any illegal trade. They are also respons for the allocation

- Local Authorities are n
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Louth: Details Correct as of 13/05/25

S R S

Fine Gael Paula Butterly Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Committee of Public Accounts

Committee on Arts, Media, Communications, Culture and Sport
Committee on Standing Orders and Dail Reform

Sinn Féin Spokesperson on Media, Communications, and Sport

Sinn Féin Joanna Byrne

Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure, Public Service Reform
and Digitalisation, and Taoiseach

Working Group of Committee Cathaoirligh

Fianna Fail Spokesperson on Research and Innovation

Fianna Fail Erin McGreehan

Committee on Finance, Public Expenditure, Public Service Reform
and Digitalisation, and Taoiseach

Labour e Labour Spokesperson on Finance; Public Expenditure,
Infrastructure, Public Service Reform and Digitalisation.
Sinn Féin Ruairi O Murchu Sinn Féin Spokesperson on Disability



https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/housing-local-government-and-heritage/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/committee-of-public-accounts/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/tourism-culture-arts-sport-and-media/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/committee-on-standing-orders-and-dail-reform/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/finance-public-expenditure-public-service-reform-and-digitalisation-and-taoiseach/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/finance-public-expenditure-public-service-reform-and-digitalisation-and-taoiseach/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/working-group-of-committee-cathaoirligh/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/33/finance-public-expenditure-and-reform-and-taoiseach/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/33/finance-public-expenditure-and-reform-and-taoiseach/

Practical Example 1: A “Cold” approach

Build your case:
Programme for Government 2025:

This Government will:

Increase penalties to deter littering and
illegal dumping, ensuring those who
harm our environment face significant
consequences.

Target dumping black spots and use
tools like CCTV and drones to monitor
dumping hotspots, making it easier to
catch and penalise offenders.

Work with local authorities for cleaner
public spaces to ensure cities, towns, and
villages are cleaned more thoroughly
and regularly, improving quality of life
and community pride.

Continue efforts to raise air quality
standards, especially in urban areas,
ensuring healthier environments for all.
Prioritise urban greening of the existing
built environment in cities, towns and
villages

Programme for Government 2020

A National Clean Air Strategy

We will publish the first ever clean air strategy. We will:

Develop a regional approach to air quality and noise
enforcement.

Develop a multi-agency approach to clamping down
on the sale of high-sulphur content fuel imported
from the UK, with local authorities and the Revenue
Commissioners involved.

Invest in our network of monitoring stations, to provide
scientific evidence of air quality across different parts of
the country, including real-time and localised air quality
information.

Extend the Smoky Coal ban to new towns and, over the

term of Government, move towards a full nationwide
ban.

: Fine Gael Manifesto 2024:

Fine Gael will:

.

L]

Implement the Nature Restoration Law with
Community Engagement: Ensure the Nature
Restoration Law is fairly applied, with sufficient
funding and in consultation with local communities
to balance conservation with local needs.

Set Geographic Biodiversity Targets: Commit to
clear targets within the National Bicdiversity Plan,
working closely with local authorities to achieve
meaningful progress in each area.

Restore National Parks and Natural Assets:
Conduct assessments of biodiversity in national
parks, water bodies, bogs, and other natural sites in
each county, and commit to actions to restore and
protect these critical ecosystems.

Improve Urban Air Quality: Continue efforts to
raise air quality standards, especially in urban areas,
ensuring healthier environments for all.
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Practical Example 1: A “Cold” approach

Pull it all together:

E ‘ From v ‘ ronan.kennedy@iccl.ie
Send ‘ To ‘ -
[«
‘ Bcc ‘
Subject Local Authority Solid Fuel Inspection Teams
Dear Deputy Butterly

I am contacting you today on behalf of Louth Residents for Clean Air (LRCA) as both our local TD and in your role as a member of the committee on Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

lNe are a Louth based group who lobby for clean air in urban environments in our County. Our group strongly welcomed the ban on the sale of smoky coal in Ireland in 2022 and note this a key achievement of Fine Gael in Government. Despite this achievement however, we remain very concerned about
theillegal importation of this damaging product from Morthern Ireland which has a strong impact on border communities. We know that the matter of powers of local government are important to you given yvour time as a councillor and your role in the Oireachtas so we were hoping that you could assist us

with ourwork.
a (3

We note that the matter of imports of smoky coal was with Minister Byan by way of a PQ on March 5% last year. In his reply, the Minister outlined that;

"Officials from [his] Department have been engaging directly with enforcement personnel on the ground, developing guidance and training, holding workshops, providing funding, and suppaorting the sharing of best practice in relation to a range of air guality legislative obligations that are under the remit of
the Local Authorities. In the last two years [he has] provided grant funding of over €600,000 to support enforcement efforts on the ground, including a solid fuels sampling programme and an online sales pilot project.”

We would be extremely interested in finding out more about the enforcement efforts since 2022 and more details of how much of the grant funding has been dispersed to Louth County Council. To this end, we would be very grateful if you would consider submitting the below PQ on our behali"?B
The issue of clean air in our communities is one that has a serious impact on your constituents so we welcome your efforts to raise the matter with the Minister,
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss our work in more detail.

Best regards,

Ronan Kennedy

To ask the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications, further to gquestion 124 of March 5th 2024, it he will provide details in a tabular form broken down by vear, item and local authority, the monetary total allocated to each county or city council of the €600,000 in grant aid since 2022, if he
will provide maore details of the enforcement actions as outlined in the response and if he will make a statement on the matter. B

Ronan Kennedy (He/Him)

QU
Letterkenny Residents for Clean Air (LRCA) RO CHT Am’
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Practical Example 1: A “Cold” approach
Pull it all together:

® Be specific with your subject line, show you’ve done some digging

® |ntroduce your organisation, but be brief, maybe consider including a link to your website or social media, if you
have a recent related publication or other bit of work, attach it along with a 1-2 page summary

® A bit of flattery goes a long way here, but ground it in something tangible

® Don’t make them dig for something you reference, again consider linking to the question or speech

® Again, be specific here, show you know your area of expertise and what you want to dig further into

O This is your hook, ask a question or make a request, give them a reason to have to have to get back to you

© All politics is local, so try and localise your issue (if possible), link it to your issue and offer to meet to discuss

® Most (TD) offices will submit PQs for you, but if you draft them the chances of success increase more
All PQs follow the same format: To ask the Minister for XXX...... and if they will make a statement on the matter

ROCHTAN
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Practical Example 2: A “Warm” approach

* Organisation: Drogheda Residents Against Dereliction (DRAD)
* Objective: To tackle vacant and derelict commercial property in Drogheda

* Issue: The town of Drogheda has a severe problem with empty commercial properties.

Find what local TDs are saying:

Tuesday, 9 April 2024

Questions (284)

Ged Nash
Question
Minister for Finance the n
Ged Nash ving LIty In .
Written answers
A
Minister for
Finance

Tuesday, 23 July 2024

Questions (1166)

Imelda Munster

Question
1166. Deputy Imelda Munster =3

Minister for
Housing,
Local
Government

and Heritage

n Drogheda: and if h

the Minister for Housing, Local Government and

Thursday, 9 March 2023

%
Fergus
O'Dowd

>

Willie O'Dea

<
Deputy

Fergus
©'Dowd

Questions (91, 143)

Fergus O'Dowd

Question:
91. Deputy Fergus O'Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and

Heritage if t

certain ty of vacant commercial p

ought back into use; and if he wi

maximise the number of vacant un

statement on the matter

Willie O'Dea
Question:
142 Deputy Willie O'Dea as!
Heritage if he w

d the Minister for Housing, Local Covernment and

e on the notifications r

ommercial premises in the

her and

ting to health
ntre of our towns and
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Practical Example 2: A “Warm” approach

* Organisation: Drogheda Residents Against Dereliction (DRAD)
* Objective: To tackle vacant and derelict commercial property in Drogheda
* Issue: The town of Drogheda has a severe problem with empty commercial properties.

Find what local TDs are saying:

drogheda” "vacant” "topical issue

Clear search

Filtered by

Dail debates all sittings CLEAR ALL

Back to Dall Debates

results for ""drogheda" "vacant" "topical issue™ filtered by Dail debates and all sittings.
Sorry no matches were found for this query.
Try another search.
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Practical Example 2: A “Warm” approach

E \ ‘ From ‘ ronan.kennedy@iccl.ie
Send ‘ To ‘ ged.nash@oireachtas.ie; paula.butterly@oireachtas.ie; joanna.byrne@oireachtas.ie; Erin McGreehan; ruair.omurchu@oireachtas.ie;
‘ Cc ‘ piosmith@louthcoco.ie; debbie.mccole@louthcoco.ie; kevin.callan@louthcoco.ie; james.byrne@louthcoco.le; paddy.mcauillan@louthcoco.ie; eiiro.oharestra'tton@louthcoco.ie:|
‘ Bcc ‘
Subject Drogheda Dereliction Issues

Dear Deputies and Councillors,

2]

| am contacting you today on behalf of Drogheda Residents Against Dereliction (DRAD). We are a newly formed group who are very concerned about the fragmented approach being taken by both the Government and the Council with
respect to the serious issues of dereliction in and around Drogheda. We note with appreciation that Deputy Nash, has raised these issues in the Dail but we believe the responses show a lack of joined up thinking.

To this end, we are seeking to draw together existing efforts by politicians at a local and national level to address this issue. We are asking, firstly, that all Louth TDs submit a joint request for a topical debate on this matter as soon as
possible. We wish to see the text of this request reflect the disjointed nature of the approaches taken so far to the issue. B

We would be grateful if you could inform us as to when you intend to submit this request.

Secondly, we are seeking to schedule a meeting with all councillors for the Drogheda urban area and all available TDs. The date for this meeting will be decided following the topical debate so as to allow us to use the Ministerial
response as a basis for discussion and to kick off our campaigning work on this issue

We look forward to engaging with you on this important issue.
Ronan Kennedy (He/Him)

Chairperson Drogheda Residents Against Dereliction (DRAD).

ROCHTAIN
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Practical Example 2: A “Warm” approach

Pull it all together:

® Direct and Clear Subject

B [etthem know that you’re reaching out to all relevant reps, put them on notice!

® “We see what you’ve been doing but we need to kick it up to the next level”

© |ldentify what you believe the problem to be

® A direct action request with an outcome, ask them to liaise with each other but keep you in the loop

O A clear next step which links to the action. “Once we have x we’ll move onto y”

ROCHTAN
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Tracking and Reporting:

About Us Help & Resources Reports & Statistics Cookies

® LOBBYING.-

An Clar Brustocaireachta
Register of Lobbying

Welcome to Lobbying.ie

The Regulation of Lobbying legislation is designed to provide information to the public about who is
lobbying whom about what.

If you are lobbying then you must register on this website and make a return every four months. Take
our Three Step Test to see if you are lobbying.

Please feel free to read this welcome |etter, which is sent to all new registrants, advising them of their
obligations and best administrative practices for managing their account on Lobbying.ie.

Next Deadlines

A return may be submitted at any stage during a relevant period

¢ 21 )anuary 2024 - Returns due for return period 1 September - 31 December 2023

gin High Contrast Gaeilge Search lobbying.ie Q

Popular tasks
USER LOGIN

SEARCH THE RETURNS REGISTER

REGISTER AS A LOBBYIST

Watch our video

Information video for Lobbyi... :

COMMUNICATING
=

Watch this video to find out what Lobbying.ie is
about and how you can use it.

Am | lobbying?

Take the 3 Step Test

ROCHTAN
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https://www.lobbying.ie/

Questions?

ROCHTAN

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Group Exercise

ROCHTAN
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Group Exercise: Table Instructions

Each Room will need:

* A nominated note taker

* Anominated spokesperson

* An identified issue to advocate around

Pick one issue a room member is working on, research what elected Louth reps are saying
on it (if anything).

Draft an email to a selected Louth rep/reps on the issue.
Each room will report back on the issue and the steps they would take to advocate on

the topic with examples of research, e.g. seeing if the matter was raised in the
Oireachtas, what the party manifesto says etc. and present their email.

ROCHTAN
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